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Schools' graduation rates exaggerated, report says
Ohio backs calculation method that others call '‘problematic'’
Wednesday, June 13, 2007 3:29 AM
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According to the "Diplomas Count" report, Ohio's graduation rate fell

from 76.5 percent to 74.7 percent between the classes of 2003 and

2004. Nationally, the graduation rate increased from 69.6 percent to 69.9 percent during that period.

The report's authors contend that Ohio's calculation method -- called the Leaver Rate and used by a
majority of states -- underestimates dropout rates and inflates graduation rates.

The method assumes any student who withdraws from a district graduated from another school, unless
the district chooses to identify the student as a dropout.
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Christopher Swanson, director of the EPE Research Center, called the method "highly problematic.”

Conversely, the EPE Research Center's method, called the Cumulative Promotion Index, essentially
attributes any reduction in class size to dropouts.

Both methods have limitations. Ohio's method allows districts to independently report how many
students dropped out, leaving "some risk of manipulation," explained Matthew Carr, education policy

director for the Columbus-based Buckeye Institute for Public Policy Solutions.

"The best way to look at it is the CPI Index is a bit low ... and you expect the state number to be a bit
high," Carr said. "l expect the real number to be somewhere in between.”

But in some cases, the gap between the two numbers is huge.

According to "Diplomas Count," Ohio's graduation rate was 75 percent and declining in the 2003-04
school year. But according to the state Department of Education, it was 86 percent and on the rise.

Columbus schools showed an even larger discrepancy: 41 percent, according to the report, 61
percent, according to the state.

Columbus schools spokesman Jeff Warner said the district had not seen the report. But he said the
difference likely is because the report did not account for the high number of students who left the
district for charter schools and other public school districts.

"Urban districts have very high mobility rates. So if they are not factoring in mobility, that will have an
impact on that calculation," Warner said. "As well, when you look at the number of charter schools that

we have in the Columbus metropolitan area, that affects the students that stay with us."

Other Ohio urban school districts had similar differences in the graduation rates. The state put
Cleveland's graduation rate at 50 percent; the report put it at 34 percent.

The discrepancy is worst in Toledo. There, just 37 percent of students earned a diploma, according to
the report. But the state says the graduation rate is more than double that --77 percent.
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For additional health information, visit OhioHealth
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Automobile Accident Attorneys - Columbus
Christensen Law Offices is a personal injury law firm specialist in handling

personal injury cases, which varies from wrongful death to automobile accidents.
Based in Columbus, Ohio.
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Save Up To 65% on Flight Deals to Columbus OH. Compare & Save BIG.
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